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SR-126 (Memorial Boulevard)

From East Center Street in the City of Kingsport to I-81, Sullivan County.

Public Involvement

This Web site, http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/sr126/ (http://www.tdot.state.tn.us/sr126/), will be one of the principal 
means of public involvement and feedback.

Public comments concerning this project can also be submitted to: TDOT.Comments@tn.gov
(mailto:TDOT.Comments@tn.gov)

SCHEDULED MEETINGS
There are no public involvement meetings scheduled at this time.

PAST MEETINGS

Public Hearing
December 11, 2012
Kingsport Civic Center Auditorium

You may access project information using the links below:

• Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) (pdf) (large file 16 MB)
• Appendix for DEIS (pdf) (large file 14.6 MB)
• Public Hearing Handout (pdf)
• Public Hearing Maps (pdf)

◾ Alternate A (Sheet 1 of 2)
◾ Alternate A (Sheet 2 of 2)
◾ Alternate B (Sheet 1 of 2)
◾ Alternate B (Sheet 2 of 2)
◾ Alternate B Modified (Sheet 1 of 2)
◾ Alternate B Modified (Sheet 2 of 2)
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Natural Heritage Inventory Program

Helpful Links

Explanation of Rank and Status Code (docs/status_ranks.pdf)
Rare and Endangered Animal List of Tennessee (docs/animal_list.pdf)
Tennessee Rare Plant List (docs/plant_list.pdf)
Tennessee Rare Species Survey Form (http://environment-online.state.tn.us/etdec/DownloadFile.aspx?row_id=CN-
1154)
Natural Areas Home (index.shtml)

NEW! – Interactive Rare Species Database for Environmental Review. Search and download data by County, 
Quadrangle, or Watershed. (http://environment-online.state.tn.us:8080/pls/enf_reports/f?
p=9014:3:2083109232364451)

The Natural Heritage Inventory Program operates under authority of the Rare Plant Protection and Conservation Act 
of 1985 (../permits/tcalink.shtml), and the Rare Plant Protection and Conservation Regulations (/sos/rules/0400/0400-
06/0400-06-02.pdf). The Program maintains a GIS database with information on the distribution and ecology of rare 
plants, animals and ecological communities across Tennessee.

The Program uses Heritage Methodology - based on that of its parent organization NatureServe
(http://www.natureserve.org) - for the most recent taxonomic information, ecological community classification, 
methodology, and software development.

The database currently contains over 14,000 rare species and plant community occurrence records as well as 
information on hundreds of conservation sites. Information gathered by program biologists, assists in directing 
conservation, restoration, and management activities of other programs in the Division.

Through the Natural Heritage Inventory Program, the Department of Environment and Conservation publishes the 
state’s rare plant list. The ability to legally list plants as Threatened, Endangered, and Special Concern is granted by 
the Rare Plant Protection and Conservation Act of 1985 (../permits/tcalink.shtml).

The program also publishes a list of the rare animals of Tennessee, but the legal listing of animals as Threatened, 
Endangered, or Deemed in Need of Management is handled by the Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency.

To view available data, forms, information on environmental review procedures, and publications resulting from 
Natural Heritage Inventory Program work click here (data.shtml).

The Division uses information from the Program and other sources for various conservation initiatives including 
identifying areas for inclusion in the Natural Areas System. Rare species data are also used by state, federal and local 
governments for conducting environmental reviews. Natural Heritage Program staff direct and conduct field surveys 
of species, natural communities, and natural areas of special concern. Staff also conduct workshops and provide 
technical assistance to state and federal agencies, local governments, private conservation groups, and industrial and 
private landowners, for use in the management of their lands. The Program issues scientific collecting permits
(../permits/parkcoll.shtml) for research on state parks and state natural areas, and issues rare plant dealer licenses
(../permits/enddeal.shtml).

The Rare Plant Protection and Conservation Act of 1985 (../permits/tcalink.shtml) also allows the Division to enter 
into agreements with other agencies “with respect to programs designed to conserve rare plants. . .” A formal 
cooperative agreement between the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the State establishes the Division as the lead 
state agency in the process of listing and recovery efforts for federally endangered or threatened species of plants. 
Independent of this agreement, the Program also conducts U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service-funded projects to conserve 
and protect federal concern animal species. Through extensive field investigations, research and management 
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activities, the Division seeks to prevent imperiled species of plants and 
animals from becoming further imperiled, to effect the recovery of federally 
listed species so that they may be de-listed, and to prevent the extirpation of 
critically imperiled species.
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